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The mission of the Arlington County 

Police Department is the reduction of the 

incidence of crime and the improvement 

of the quality of life in Arlington County 

by making it a place where all people can 

live safely and without fear.
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Message from the Chief
From the desk of Chief Andy Penn
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On behalf of the dedicated men and women of the Arlington County Police Department 

(ACPD), I am pleased to present the 2020 Annual Report which celebrates our 80 years of 

service to the community. This report is an opportunity to look back at the many 

accomplishments achieved throughout the year in support of our three key initiatives of 

community engagement, transportation safety and crime prevention and control. It also 

summarizes crime and traffic statistics and provides an overview of multi-year trends in both 

categories. 

The overall crime rate of Group A Offenses remained consistent with those reported in 2019 

and below historical peaks in offenses reported in 2016. However, 2020 was marked 

particularly by increases in vehicle-related property crimes including carjacking offenses, motor 

vehicle thefts, larcenies from auto and tamperings. These increases represent a trend 

throughout the National Capital Region and Arlington detectives worked collaboratively with our 

local, state and federal law enforcement partners to investigate cases, identify suspects and 

apprehend those responsible. These combined efforts led to a number of significant arrests.

The tragic, preventable and unlawful death of Mr. George Floyd sparked a 

national conversation around policing in America. We met and continue to 

engage with community members, civic organizations and businesses across 

Arlington to build strong relationships, hear concerns and share information to 

help ensure we are providing professional law enforcement services that reflect 

the values of our community. We are committed to 21st Century Policing 

strategies and in this report, you will read about a number of programs and 

initiatives ACPD has already undertaken to advance best practices. Looking 

forward, we are committed to continuing these advancements, using 

recommendations from the Police Practices Group as a guide. 

In 2020, we faced unprecedented challenges as a result of the COVID-19 

global pandemic. Like many organizations and businesses, we had to make 

operational adjustments to ensure the health and wellness of our staff and 

community. ACPDôs sworn and civilian staff rose to each new challenge faced 

and continued to serve the Arlington community with an unwavering 

commitment to improving the overall quality of life through crime reduction. I 

am immensely proud of their dedication.

I strongly believe ACPD is at our best when we are working collaboratively with 

the Arlington community. We take great pride in the relationships weôve built 

throughout Arlington and will continue to work to build community trust with 

each and every interaction. 

Andy Penn

Chief of Police



Demographics
A diverse police department, reflective of the Arlington Community
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RACE/ETHNICITY ARLINGTON COUNTY

Non-Hispanic or Latino 176,245 84.9%

White 132,961 64.0%

Black or African American 17,088 8.2%

Asian or Pacific Islander 19,895 9.6%

Other or Multi-Racial 6,301 3.0%

Hispanic or Latino 31,382 15.1%

TOTAL POPULATION 207,627 100.0%

RACE/ETHNICITY ACPD SWORN STAFF*

Non-Hispanic or Latino 312 88.39%

White (Non-Hispanic) 248 70.25%

Black or African American (Non-Hispanic) 39 11.05%

Asian or Pacific Islander (Non-Hispanic) 6 1.70%

Other or Multi-Racial (Non-Hispanic) 19 5.38%

Hispanic or Latino 41 11.61%

White 32 9.07%

Black or African American 1 0.28%

American Indian or Alaskan Native 2 0.57%

Other or Multi-Racial 6 1.70%

TOTAL POPULATION 353 100.0%

GENDER ACPD SWORN STAFF*

Male 264 74.79%

Female 89 25.21%

TOTAL 353 100.0%
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Source: 2010 Census

*ACPD Sworn Staff data current as of publication date, June 22, 2021.



ARLINGTON COUNTY SIZE

26 square miles

DEPARTMENT SWORN STAFF

353

FAST FACTS

ARLINGTON COUNTY POPULATION*

228,400

TRAFFIC CRASHES

1,509

TRAFFIC CITATIONS & WARNINGS

25,741

AUXILIARY OFFICERS

8

CALLS FOR SERVICE

58,800

Department Overview
Agency and community fast facts
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DEPARTMENT PROFESSIONAL STAFF

98

PARKING CITATIONS & WARNINGS

58,709
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*2020 population estimate


